INTRODUCTION
I feel honoured at having been afforded this opportunity both of giving an outline of the history of the Mater Hospital and of registering the Hospital's just pride at having shared in the teaching of medicine for 90 of the 150 years of the Belfast Medical School. I appreciate that, in the time available, I can only outline the salient points and milestones of the 103-year history of the Mater. I will focus on the main events because, with the exception of R S Casement's account,' the Mater has no chronicle in any way to rival the thorough histories of the Royal, City and Ulster Hospitals or of the Medical School. HISTORY The Mater Infirmorum Hospital may justifiably be described as the happy inspiration of Mother Mary Magdalen Malone of the Sisters of Mercy. Mother Malone came from the Mater Misericordiae Hospital in Dublin and, with her small band of Sister Nuns, established St Paul's Convent on the Crumlin Road in 1854. In the grounds, the Sisters erected a grotto honouring the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin to Bernadette Soubirous at Lourdes only 18 years previously. In 1876, The Ulster Examiner printed a devotional pamphlet on behalf of the Sisters explaining the aims of the grotto, namely the supplication of Our Lady towards the erection of a hospital for the sick poor in Belfast. Their prayers must have been heard, for soon afterwards Bishop Patrick Dorrian (1 814 -1885) was able to purchase, for £2,300, a private property for conversion into a hospital (Fig 1) . Dr Dorrian was a man of vision and energy, tackling the social and spiritual problems of the rapidly expanding population of industrial Belfast, with vigour and skill. The property which he purchased was Bedeque House on the Crumlin Road, near the then boundary of Belfast. Gordon Augustus Thompson had built this house in 1851, in the style of a South American residence, and named it after a small patrimony on Prince Edward Island, Canada. Thompson was born in Castleton in September 1799. As a young man he developed a zest for travel which took him to Africa, Australia, South America, China and Japan,2 and an equal zest for collecting specimens
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The Ulster Medical Journal from the four corners of the earth; many specimens of ethnological interest which he donated are still housed in the Ulster Museum. 60,000 were at the Mater and the various specialist hospitals.4 But it was less the quantity and more the quality of the Mater teaching which impressed: in size dwarfed by the Royal Victoria and Union Hospitals, it provided traditional general and specialist clinical teaching and introduced its own particular ethos of high principles and service to broaden the spectrum of the Belfast Medical School. A hospital prospectus of the time guaranteed students ample opportunity for learning 'the practical side of their work': a physician and a surgeon attended daily to demonstrate the different points of each case; gynaecologists attended two days weekly, though only a limited number of students were permitted; a dental session took place weekly, at which students were taught the art of pulling teeth; and pathological and post mortem demonstrations were arranged if possible at an hour suitable to the students -seemingly the staff were amenable as well as skilled. (Fig 4) . 
